
	

 
 
 

	
T	H	E			R	E	S	I	D	E	N	C	Y		
14-23th	of	September	2021	
Novi	Sad,	Serbia		
	
	
The	residency	organised	by	the	Association	Kulturanova	will	take	place	in	the	Youth	
Cultural	 Centre	 OPENS	 in	 Novi	 Sad,	 Serbia,	 which	 is	 located	 in	 the	 „Kineska	
četvrt“	 part	 of	 Novi	 Sad,	 near	 the	 Danube	 river	 and	 the	 city	 beach	 „Štrand“.	 The	
centre	will	 function	 as	 a	 gathering	 point	 of	 different	 youth	 organizations	 based	 in	
Novi	 Sad,	 providing	 them	 with	 fully	 equipped	 space	 where	 they	 will	 be	 able	 to	
implement	their	activities	(workshops,	conferences	etc).	
	
The	theme	of	the	residency	is	AETHER.	
Aether	(in	some	translations	‘air’,	but	also	in	a	more	metaphorical	sense,	‘essence’)	
is	the	life	force	that	surrounds	us	and	without	which	we	cannot	stay	alive	for	more	
than	 two	 minutes.	 As	 the	 essential	 element	 of	 life	 and	 death	 It	 is	 inherently	
connected	 to	environmental	 topics,	 as	air	pollution	 is	one	of	 the	main	 concerns	 in	
the	preservation	of	our	planet.	These	concerns	are	more	and	more	present	in	Serbia,	
too,	where	the	winter	air	pollution	levels	are	on	par	with	the	worlds	most	polluted	
places,	which	have	multi-fold	the	population	of	our	country.	The	loose	enforcement	
of	environmental	regulations	on	the	state	level,	the	overall	inertia	towards	the	topic	
and	the	aggressive	urbanisation	and	industrialisation	projects	call	for	various	activist	
groups	 to	deal	with	 these	matters.	 In	 such	an	environment,	we	 feel	 it	 could	be	of	
great	 value	 to	 devise	 artistic	 projects	 and	 interventions	 inspired	 by	 this	 topic.	We	
encourage	artists	from	various	disciplines	to	think	about	aether,	the	air,	the	essence,	
death,	 the	 invisible,	 the	all-encompassing,	 the	untouchable,	 the	 fleeing,	 the	sound,	
the	silence,	the	movement…		
	
In	the	beginning	of	the	residency,	we	plan	to	offer	introductory	lectures,	discussions	
and	short	workshops	according	to	the	project	proposals	that	are	going	to	be	selected	
for	 the	 residency.	 These	 activities	 may	 include	 meeting	 with	 activist	 groups	 and	
individuals,	visiting	places	of	interest	in	the	research	phase	of	the	project,	meetings	
and	short	workshops	with	theatre	and	filmmakers,	musicians,	visual	artists,	etc.	
	
The	goal	of	the	residency	is	the	production	of	an	on-site	artistic	work	/	intervention	
as	a	result	of	a	research	on	the	topic	of	AETHER.	During	the	residency,	participants	
will	 be	 able	 and	will	 be	 asked	 to	 combine	 theoretical	 and	 practical/creative	 work	
while	exploring	the	main	topic.	Participants	will	have	the	opportunity	to	visit	other	



	

institutions	and	organisations	of	contemporary	art	in	the	area	in	order	to	be	able	to	
explore	the	cultural	context	more	thoroughly.	
	
Artists	working	in	the	residence	of	Novi	Sad	will	also	have	the	opportunity	to	
participate	in	TAKT	festival,	which	starts	at	the	last	day	of	the	residence,	September	
23rd	of	2021.	TAKT	fest	is	a	multimedial,	intercultural	festival	that	is	being	organized	
for	the	tenth	time	in	a	row	in	Novi	Sad.	During	the	years,	it	became	international	and	
recognizable	for	the	promotion	and	nurturing	of	authentic	art	creations.	There	are	
many	activities	during	the	four-day	festival:	film	and	theater,	performances,	concerts,	
forums,	workshops	and	socializing	with	participants	from	Serbia,	Croatia,	Slovenia,	
Bosnia	and	Herzegovina,	Hungary,	Croatia,	Poland,	Slovakia,	France	and	others	
countries.	This	year	TAKT	Fest	will	be	from	23rd	to	26th	September	in	Novi	Sad.	
There	will	be	a	public	presentation	of	the	works	created	on	a	residency	at	the	first	
day	of	this	festival.	
	
The	 created	 works	 will	 remain	 in	 the	 property	 of	 the	 artists.	 The	 artists	 will	 be	
responsible	to	set	up	and	dismantle	their	works	at	the	end	of	the	residency,	before	
leaving	Novi	Sad.		
	
The	 artists	 selected	 to	 the	 residency	 will	 be	 invited	 to	 interact	 and	 exchange	
knowledge	 and	 experiences	 with	 a	 group	 of	 local	 youths	 from	 Generation	 Z.	 This	
interaction	would	include	a	preparatory	(online)	phase	before	the	residency,	where	
artists	would	present	their	work,	then	an	active	collaboration	during	the	residency,	
where	they	will	be	supported	in	the	process	of	production	of	the	work,	and	finally,	
after	 the	 residency,	 when	 they	 should	 discuss	 the	 processes	 of	 digitization	 and	
distribution	of	the	works.	
	
 
N	O	V	I			S	A	D	
	
Novi	 Sad	 (Serbian	 Cyrillic:	 Нови	 Сад)	 is	 the	 second	 largest	 city	 in	 Serbia	 and	 the	
capital	 of	 the	 autonomous	 province	 of	 Vojvodina.	 It	 is	 located	 in	 the	 southern	
portion	of	 the	Pannonian	Plain	on	 the	border	of	 the	Bačka	and	Srem	geographical	
regions.	Lying	on	the	banks	of	the	Danube	River,	the	city	faces	the	northern	slopes	of	
Fruška	Gora.			
	



	

	
	
Novi	 Sad	has	 a	 population	of	 about	 300	 thousand	people.	 It	was	 founded	 in	 1694	
when	 Serb	merchants	 formed	 a	 colony	 across	 the	 Danube	 from	 the	 Petrovaradin	
Fortress,	a	 strategic	Habsburg	military	post.	 In	 subsequent	centuries,	 it	became	an	
important	 trading,	 manufacturing	 and	 cultural	 centre,	 and	 has	 historically	 been	
dubbed	the	Serbian	Athens.	Novi	Sad	is	the	European	Capital	of	Culture	for	the	year	
2021	and	European	Youth	Capital	2019.	
	
HOW	TO	GET	TO	NOVI	SAD	AND	WHERE	TO	STAY	
	
Novi	 Sad	 is	 well	 connected	 with	 other	 European	 cities	 thanks	 to	 the	 “Nikola	
Tesla“	Airport	in	Belgrade,	which	is	only	an	hour	away	by	car.	There	are	coach	lines	
traveling	 from	Belgrade	to	Novi	Sad	several	 times	a	day	and	a	highway	connection	
between	the	Serbian	capital	and	Novi	Sad	makes	the	driving	much	faster	and	more	
comfortable.	
	
As	Novi	Sad	is	a	well-known	destination	for	tourists,	it	offers	a	lot	of	accommodation	
facilities	to	its	visitors.	Most	of	these	can	be	found	on	platforms	such	as	Airbnb	and	
Booking.com.	We	especially	recommend	City	Hostel,	which	 is	 located	close	to	both	
the	city	centre	and	the	Danube	River.	 	



	

A	S	S	O	C	I	A	T	I	O	N			K	U	L	T	U	R	A	N	O	V	A 
 

Kulturanova	 develops	 contents	 of	 independent	 culture	 in	 order	 to	 encourage	
positive	social	change	and	 improve	the	position	of	creative	people	 in	Novi	Sad	and	
the	 region	 by	 promoting	 peaceful	 coexistence,	 minorities	 and	 human	 rights,	
including	vulnerable	groups	in	its	projects	and	advocating	that	creativity	is	a	tool	for	
economic	development	and	entrepreneurship.	
Association	 Kulturanova	 is	 an	 NGO	 founded	 in	 May	 2001	 in	 Novi	 Sad.	 The	
organization	 was	 founded	 as	 an	 "umbrella"	 association	 of	 various	 non-formal	
independent	 art	 groups	 and	 individuals,	 young	 artists	 from	Novi	 Sad.	 The	 focus	of	
the	organisation	is	on	the	development	of	culture	and	cultural	entrepreneurship	and	
on	raising	awareness	of	relevant	social	issues	in	Novi	Sad	and	the	region.	
	

	
	
Our	 main	 values	 are:	 interculturalism,	 intersectoral	 cooperation,	 peacebuilding,	
equality	and	participation.	We	are	promoting	cultural	diversity	and	cultural	tolerance	
through	our	activities.	We	regard	cultural	rights	as	an	important	part	of	human	rights.	
Kulturanova	 initiates	 intercultural	 and	 intersectoral	 dialogue	 in	 society,	 fostering	
youth	creativity	through	art	education,	production	of	cultural	content	and	promotion	
of	public	policies	concerning	culture	and	the	youth.		
 


